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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 1*: 
Civics, 
Government, 
& Human 
Rights) 
(New Jersey 
Govt.) 
 
Pacing:  
 9 weeks 

How do citizens, civic 
ideals, and government 
institutions interact to 
balance the needs of 
individuals and the 
common good? 
 
What are your rights and 
responsibilities? 
 
Why do we need 
governments? 
 
 How do governments 
work? 
 
Why do we need rules 
and people with 
authority? 
 
 

Rules and laws are 
developed to protect 
people’s rights and the 
security and welfare of 
society.  
 
The United States 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights guarantee certain 
fundamental rights for 
citizens. 
 
In a representative 
democracy, individuals 
elect representatives to act 
on behalf of the people. 
 
The examination of 
individual experiences, 
historical narratives, and 
events promotes an 
understanding of 
individual and community 
responses to the violation 
of fundamental rights.  
 
The United States 
democratic system 
requires active 
participation of its 
citizens. 
 
Personal, family, and 
community history is a 

Key Terms: 
-NJ state government 
-Fundamental rights 
-Representative 
democracy 
-Constitution  
-Bill of Rights 
-Roles of elected 
representatives 
-Human rights 
 
HCM Connection: 
- discussion of how 
NJ government 
protects the rights of 
its citizens and how 
all citizens of a 
community can make 
positive contributions 
and how good 
citizenship. 
 
 

Letter to Governor 
(formative)  
*Students will work 
in small groups to 
review and discuss 
some of New 
Jersey’s state laws. 
The students will 
draft a letter to the 
current governor to 
express their opinion 
of the law.  
 
Common 
Assessment I 
(Summative/ 
Benchmark) 
*Choose one 
problem that may 
concern the people of 
New Jersey.  Create a 
bumper sticker to 
help raise awareness 
about this problem 
that needs to be 
changed. List ways 
this change can help 
citizens and your 
state. 
 
 
 

6.1.4.A.1 Explain 
how rules and laws 
created by 
community, state, and 
national governments 
protect the rights of 
people, help resolve 
conflicts, and 
promote the common 
good.  
 
6.1.4.A.2 Explain 
how fundamental 
rights guaranteed by 
the United States 
Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights (i.e., 
freedom of 
expression, freedom 
of religion, the right 
to vote, and the right 
to due process) 
contribute to the 
continuation and 
improvement of 
American democracy.  
 
6.1.4.A.7 Explain 
how the United States 
functions as a 
representative 
democracy, and 
describe the roles of 
elected 

RI.3.1. Ask and answer 
questions, and make relevant 
connections to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
 
RI.3.4. Determine the meaning 
of general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 3 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.3.7. Use information gained 
from text features (e.g., 
illustrations, maps, 
photographs) and the words in 
a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how 
key events occur). 
 
RI.3.9. Compare, contrast and 
reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background 
knowledge) the most important 
points and key details 
presented in two texts on the 
same topic. 
 
RI.3.10. By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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source of information for 
individuals about the 
people and places around 
them. 
 
People have different 
perspectives based on 
their beliefs, values, 
traditions, culture, and 
experiences. 
 
Stereotyping, bias, 
prejudice, and 
discrimination exist in our 
lives and communities. 
 
Each person has 
relationships to people, 
places, and resources in 
the local community and 
beyond. 
 
Citizens make informed 
and reasoned decisions by 
seeking and assessing 
information, asking 
questions, and evaluating 
alternate solutions. 
 
Strategies help to reach 
consensus and resolve 
conflict. 
 
Citizens demonstrate 
understanding of the need 
for fairness and take 

representatives and 
how they interact 
with citizens at local, 
state, and national 
levels. 
 
6.1.4.A.9 Compare 
and contrast 
responses of 
individuals and 
groups, past and 
present, to violations 
of fundamental rights 
(e.g., fairness, civil 
rights, human rights). 
 
6.1.4.A.11 Explain 
how the fundamental 
rights of the 
individual and the 
common good of the 
country depend upon 
all citizens exercising 
their civic 
responsibilities at the 
community, state, 
national, and global 
levels. 
 
6.1.4.A.12 Explain 
the process of 
creating change at the 
local, state, or 
national level. 
 
6.1.4.D.11 Determine 
how local and state 

level text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as needed. 
 
W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons. A. 
Introduce the topic or text they 
are writing about, state an 
opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that 
lists reasons. B. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. C. Use linking words 
and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) 
to connect opinion and reasons. 
D. Provide a conclusion. 
 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 
A. Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; 
include text features (e.g., 
illustrations, diagrams, 
captions) when useful to 
support comprehension. B. 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. C. Use 
linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, 
but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. D. 
Provide a conclusion. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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appropriate action against 
unfairness. 
 
 
 

communities have 
changed over time, 
and explain the 
reasons for changes. 
 
6.3.4.B.1 Plan and 
participate in an 
advocacy project to 
inform others about 
environmental issues 
at the local or state 
level and propose 
possible solutions. 

SL.3.1. Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. A. Explicitly 
draw on previously read text or 
material and other information 
known about the topic to 
explore ideas under discussion. 
B. Follow agreed-upon norms 
for discussions (e.g., gaining 
the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). C. Ask questions 
to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on 
topic, and link their comments 
to the remarks of others. D. 
Explain their own ideas and 
understanding in light of the 
discussion. 

      8.1.5.A.1 
Select and use the appropriate 
digital tools and resources to 
accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 
(Utilize a variety of online 
resources to explore the roles 
of state government and 
identify the steps of how a bill 
becomes a law). 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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8.1.5.A.3 
Use a graphic organizer to 
organize information about 
problems or issues. 
(Bumper Sticker- Brainstorm 
state issues and ways of 
solving this problem would 
make the community a better 
place- Summative Assessment). 
 
8.1.5.A.5 
Create and use a database to 
answer basic questions. 
(use a variety of digital 
databases to investigate roles 
of state government and 
identify the steps of how a bill 
becomes a law). 
 
8.1.5.B.1 
Collaborate to produce a digital 
story about a significant local 
event or issue based on 
first-person interviews. 
(compose letter to governor or 
state government official about 
local issues). 
 
8.1.5.E.1 
Use digital tools to research 
and evaluate the accuracy of, 
relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print 
and non-print electronic 
information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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(Use of text and digital 
resources(i.e-teaching 
resources, Google Classroom, 
etc.) to learn about the roles of 
the branches of the NJ state 
government). 
 
8.2.5.D.3 
Follow step by step directions 
to assemble a product or solve 
a problem.  
(Bumper Sticker- Brainstorm 
state issues and ways of 
solving this problem would 
make the community a better 
place- Summative Assessment).  

      CRP1. Act as a responsible 
and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 
  
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason.  
 
CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  
 
CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  
 
CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  
 
CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 
 
CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence.  

 
Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 2*: 
Geography, 
People & the 
Environment 
(New Jersey 
Geography) 
 
Pacing:  
9  weeks 

How does geography 
affect the way we live? 
 
How does geography 
influence how people 
live? 
 
How and why do people 
use and change the 
environment?  
 
 
 
 
 

Spatial thinking and 
geographic tools can be 
used to describe and 
analyze the spatial 
patterns and organization 
of people, places, and 
environments on Earth.  
 
Places are jointly 
characterized by their 
physical and human 
properties. 
 
The physical environment 
can both accommodate 

Key Terms: 
-   NJ geography 
-   Landforms 
-   Climate and 
weather 
-   Physical map 
-   Lenni Lenape 
-   Regions of NJ 
-   Resources 
 
 

Brochure project 
(Formative/ 
Alternative) 
*Students will be 
broken into small 
groups to create a 
brochure.  Each 
group will be 
assigned a region of 
New Jersey. 
Students will 
research the 
following 
information about 
their region: 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical 
and political maps to 
explain how the 
location and spatial 
relationship of places 
in New Jersey, the 
United States, and 
other areas, 
worldwide, have 
contributed to cultural 
diffusion and 
economic 
interdependence.  
 
6.1.4.B.4 Describe 

RI.3.1. Ask and answer 
questions, and make relevant 
connections to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
 
RI.3.4. Determine the 
meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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 and be endangered by 

human activities. 
 
Patterns of settlement 
across Earth’s surface 
differ markedly from 
region to region, place to 
place, and time to time. 
 
Urban areas, worldwide, 
share common physical 
characteristics, but may 
also have cultural 
differences. 
 
 
Economic opportunities in 
New Jersey and other 
states are related to the 
availability of resources 
and technology. 

landforms, 
climate/weather, 
resources, interesting 
facts.  
 
Common 
Assessment II 
(Summative/ 
Benchmark) 
*Choose one of the 
New Jersey regions. 
Explain how people 
can best utilize 
landforms and 
resources in that 
region. 
 
 

how landforms, 
climate and weather, 
and availability of 
resources have 
impacted where and 
how people live and 
work in different 
regions of New Jersey 
and the United States. 
 
6.1.4.B.5 Describe 
how human 
interaction impacts the 
environment in New 
Jersey and the United 
States. 
 
6.1.4.B.7 Explain why 
some locations in New 
Jersey and the United 
States are more suited 
for settlement than 
others. 
 
6.1.4.B.10 Identify 
major cities in New 
Jersey, as well as in 
the United States, and 
the world, and explain 
how geographic and 
demographic tools 
(e.g., maps, globes, 
data visualizations) 
can be used to 
understand cultural 
differences.  
 

RI.3.7. Use information 
gained from text features (e.g., 
illustrations, maps, 
photographs) and the words in 
a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how 
key events occur). 
 
RI.3.9. Compare, contrast and 
reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background 
knowledge) the most 
important points and key 
details presented in two texts 
on the same topic. 
 
RI.3.10. By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade 
level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as 
needed. 
 
W.3.1. Write opinion pieces 
on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons. 
A. Introduce the topic or text 
they are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that 
lists reasons. B. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. C. Use linking words 
and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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6.1.4.C.14 Compare 
different regions of 
New Jersey to 
determine the role that 
geography, natural 
resources, climate, 
transportation, 
technology, and/or the 
labor force play in 
economic 
opportunities. 
 
6.1.4.C.15 Describe 
how the development 
of different 
transportation systems 
impacted the 
economies of New 
Jersey and the United 
States. 
 

to connect opinion and 
reasons. D. Provide a 
conclusion. 
 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 
A. Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; 
include text features (e.g., 
illustrations, diagrams, 
captions) when useful to 
support comprehension. B. 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. C. Use 
linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, 
but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. D. 
Provide a conclusion. 
 
SL.3.1. Engage effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. A. 
Explicitly draw on previously 
read text or material and other 
information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. B. Follow 
agreed-upon norms for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). C. Ask questions 
to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on 
topic, and link their comments 
to the remarks of others. D. 
Explain their own ideas and 
understanding in light of the 
discussion.  

      Science 
3-ESS2-1 - Represent data in 
tables and graphical displays 
to describe typical weather 
conditions expected during a 
particular season. 
 
3-ESS2-2 - Obtain and 
combine information to 
describe climates in different 
regions of the world. 
 
3-LS3-2 - Use evidence to 
support the explanation that 
traits can be influenced by the 
environment. 

      8.1.5.A.1 
Select and use the appropriate 
digital tools and resources to 
accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 
(Utilize a variety of online 
resources to create a digital 
brochure for one of the NJ 
regions). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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8.1.5.A.3 
Use a graphic organizer to 
organize information about 
problems or issues. (Gather 
information using  graphic 
organizer to create a digital 
brochure for one of the NJ 
regions). 
 
8.1.5.A.5 
Create and use a database to 
answer basic questions. 
(Explore multiple online 
resources to research NJ state 
symbols and regions). 
 
8.1.5.E.1 
Use digital tools to research 
and evaluate the accuracy of, 
relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print 
and non-print electronic 
information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 
(Explore multiple texts and 
online resources to research 
NJ state symbols and regions). 
 
8.2.5.D.3 
Follow step by step directions 
to assemble a product or solve 
a problem. 
(region brochure) 
 
8.2.5.D.7 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  

10 

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf


Hillsborough Township School District                                          Grade 3 Social Studies                             07/27/19 
Explain the impact that 
resources such as energy and 
materials used in a process to 
produce products or systems 
have on the environment. 
(region brochure) 

      CRP1. Act as a responsible 
and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason.  
 
CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of 
decisions. 
 
 CRP6. Demonstrate 
creativity and innovation.  
 
CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  
 
CRP8. Utilize critical 
thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in 
solving them.  
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP9. Model integrity, 
ethical leadership and 
effective management.  
 
CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to 
personal goals.  
 
CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 
 
CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence.  

 
Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 3*: 
History, 
Culture, & 
Perspectives 
( New Jersey 
Native 
Americans & 
Immigration) 
 
Pacing:  
11 weeks 

What challenges did 
immigrants face? 
 
Why is the United States 
known as a nation of 
immigrants?  
 
 
How has the United 
States changed overtime 
because of immigration? 
 
How do past events 
influence and help us to 
understand our beliefs? 
 
How can studying 
different cultures help us 
to understand actions and 

Immigrants come to New 
Jersey and the United 
States for various reasons 
and have a major impact 
on the state and nation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal, family, and 
community history is a 
source of information for 
individuals about the 

Key Terms: 
 New Jersey Native 
Americans 
- Lenni Lenape  
- Regions of NJ 
- Culture 
- Resources 
 
 

Immigration T 
Chart 
(formative) 
*After Round 4 of 
the Immigration 
Experience, create 
pros and cons t-chart. 
What were some pros 
and cons of 
immigrating to a new 
country? 
 
Common 
Assessment III 
(Summative/ 
Benchmark) 
*Think about your 
experience during 
Immigration Day and 

6.1.4.D.1 Determine 
the impact of European 
colonization on Native 
American populations, 
including the Lenni 
Lenape of New Jersey. 
 
6.1.4.D.2 Summarize 
reasons why various 
groups, voluntarily and 
involuntarily, 
immigrated to New 
Jersey and America, 
and describe the 
challenges they 
encountered. 
 
6.1.4.D.10 Describe 
how the influence of 

RI.3.1. Ask and answer 
questions, and make relevant 
connections to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
 
RI.3.3. Describe the 
relationship between a series 
of historical events, scientific 
ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a 
text, using language that 
pertains to time, sequence, 
and cause/effect. 
 
RI.3.4. Determine the 
meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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decisions made 
throughout the world? 
 

people and places around 
them. 
 
 
 

other activities 
throughout this unit. 
What are some 
reasons immigrants 
came to America? 
 
 

Native American 
groups, including the 
Lenni Lenape culture, 
is manifested in 
different regions of 
New Jersey. 
 
 

and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 
 
RI.3.7. Use information 
gained from text features 
(e.g., illustrations, maps, 
photographs) and the words 
in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and 
how key events occur). 
 
RI.3.9. Compare, contrast 
and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) 
the most important points 
and key details presented in 
two texts on the same topic. 
 
RI.3.10. By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade 
level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as 
needed. 
 
W.3.1. Write opinion pieces 
on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons. 
A. Introduce the topic or text 
they are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that 
lists reasons. B. Provide 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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reasons that support the 
opinion. C. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, since, for 
example) to connect opinion 
and reasons. D. Provide a 
conclusion. 
 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information 
clearly. A. Introduce a topic 
and group related 
information together; include 
text features (e.g., 
illustrations, diagrams, 
captions) when useful to 
support comprehension. B. 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. C. 
Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., also, another, 
and, more, but) to connect 
ideas within categories of 
information. D. Provide a 
conclusion. 
 
SL.3.1. Engage effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. A. 
Explicitly draw on previously 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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read text or material and 
other information known 
about the topic to explore 
ideas under discussion. B. 
Follow agreed-upon norms 
for discussions (e.g., gaining 
the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). C. Ask questions 
to check understanding of 
information presented, stay 
on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of 
others. D. Explain their own 
ideas and understanding in 
light of the discussion.  

      3.MD.3 - Draw a scaled 
picture graph and a scaled 
bar graph to represent a data 
set with several categories. 
Solve one- and two-step 
"how many more" and "how 
many less" problems using 
information presented in the 
scaled bar graphs.  

  Immigrants can become 
and obtain the rights of 
American citizens. 
 
The world is composed of 
nations that are similar to 
and different from the 
United States. 
 

Key Terms: 
Immigration 
- Voluntary/ 
involuntary 
immigration 
-  Trans-Atlantic 
slavery 
- Traditional v. new 
beliefs/practices 

 6.1.4.A.13 Describe the 
process by which 
immigrants become 
United States citizens. 
 
6.1.4.A.14 Describe 
how the world is 
divided into many 
nations that have their 

8.1.5.A.1 
Select and use the 
appropriate digital tools and 
resources to accomplish a 
variety of tasks including 
solving problems. 
(Utilize various online 
resources to identify reasons 
immigrants came to America 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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In an interconnected 
world, it is important to 
consider different 
perspectives before 
proposing solutions to 
local, state, national, and 
global challenges. 
 
In an interconnected 
world, increased 
collaboration is needed by 
individuals, groups, and 
nations to solve global 
problems. 
 
Availability of resources 
affects economic 
outcomes. 
 
There are many different 
cultures within the 
classroom and 
community. 
 
Key historical events, 
documents, and 
individuals led to the 
development of our 
nation. 
 
Cultures struggle to 
maintain traditions in a 
changing society. 
 
 

- Cultures/customs 
- Citizens 
- Human rights 
- Resources 
 
HCM Connection: 
- discussion of & 
activities related to 
treatment of Native 
Americans and 
immigrants to the US 
throughout American 
history 
 
ACM Connection:  
- discussion of slavery 
in the US and 
treatment of African 
Americans in the US 
 

own governments, 
languages, customs, 
and laws. 
 
6.1.4.A.15 Explain 
how and why it is 
important that people 
from diverse cultures 
collaborate to find 
solutions to 
community, state, 
national, and global 
challenges. 
 
6.1.4.A.16 Explore 
how national and 
international leaders, 
businesses, and global 
organizations promote 
human rights and 
provide aid to 
individuals and nations 
in need. 
 
6.1.4.C.9 Compare and 
contrast how the 
availability of 
resources affects 
people across the world 
differently. 
 
6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the 
impact of voluntary 
and involuntary 
immigration on 
America’s growth as a 
nation, historically and 

as well as the immigration 
process). 
 
8.1.5.A.3 
Use a graphic organizer to 
organize information about a 
problem or issue. 
(Pros and cons list of 
immigrating to a new 
country). 
 
8.1.5.A.5 
Create and use a database to 
answer basic questions. 
(Use various online 
resources to explore reasons 
immigrants came to America 
as well as the immigration 
process). 
 
8.1.5.C.1 
Engage in online discussions 
with learners of other 
cultures to investigate a 
worldwide issue from 
multiple perspectives and 
sources, evaluate findings 
and present possible 
solutions, using digital tools 
and online resources for all 
steps. 
(Family presentations for 
Immigration Day-possible 
Google HangOut/Skype). 
 
8.1.5.E.1 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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People have different 
perspectives based on 
their beliefs, values, 
traditions, culture, and 
experiences. 
 
Stereotyping, bias, 
prejudice, and 
discrimination exist in our 
lives and communities. 
 
Each person has 
relationships to people, 
places, and resources in 
the local community and 
beyond. 
 
Citizens make informed 
and reasoned decisions by 
seeking and assessing 
information, asking 
questions, and evaluating 
alternate solutions. 
 
Strategies help to reach 
consensus and resolve 
conflict. 
 
Citizens demonstrate 
understanding of the need 
for fairness and take 
appropriate action against 
unfairness. 

today.  
 
6.1.4.D.9 Explain the 
impact of 
trans-Atlantic slavery 
on New Jersey, the 
nation, and individuals.  
 
6.1.4.D.15 Explain 
how various cultural 
groups have dealt with 
the conflict between 
maintaining traditional 
beliefs and practices 
and adopting new 
beliefs and practices.  
 
6.3.4.C.1 Develop and 
implement a group 
initiative that addresses 
an economic issue 
impacting children. 

Use digital tools to research 
and evaluate the accuracy of, 
relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print 
and non-print electronic 
information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 
(Use a variety of  texts and 
online resources to identify 
reasons immigrants came to 
America as well as the 
immigration process). 
 
8.2.5.B.6  
Compare and discuss how 
technologies have influenced 
history in the past century. 
(Students will research 
famous inventors from NJ 
and how these inventions 
have changed over time). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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      CRP1. Act as a responsible 

and contributing citizen and 
employee.  
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical 
skills.  
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason.  
 
CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of 
decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate 
creativity and innovation.  
 
CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  
 
CRP8. Utilize critical 
thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in 
solving them.  
 
CRP9. Model integrity, 
ethical leadership and 
effective management.  
 
CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to 
personal goals.  
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 
 
CRP12. Work productively 
in teams while using cultural 
global competence.  

 
Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 4*:  
Economics, 
Innovation, 
& 
Technology 
(Economics) 
 
Pacing:  
7  weeks 

Can the needs and wants 
of individuals and 
communities be 
satisfied? 
 
How are producers and 
consumers around the 
world interconnected and 
interdependent? 
 
How can people and 
communities make 
responsible economic 
decisions? 
 
How can individuals, 
groups, and societies 
apply economic 
reasoning to make 
difficult choices about 
scarce resources? 
 

In an interconnected 
world, increased 
collaboration is needed by 
individuals, groups, and 
nations to solve global 
problems. 
 
 
 
People make decisions 
based on their availability 
of resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Economics is a driving 
force for the occurrence 

Key Terms: 
-  Scarcity  
- Supply and demand 
- Opportunity cost 
- Private v. public 
goods 
- Resources 
 
 
ACM Connection:  
- discussion of 
economic 
contributions of 
African Americans 
and the impact on 
NJ’s economy. 

Common 
Assessment IV 
(Summative/ 
Benchmark) 
*Imagine you have 
$10.  How would you 
decide to spend your 
money and why? 
(Choose from items 
listed.) 
 
Supply and Demand 
/ Scarcity Exit ticket 
(formative 
assessment)  
*Examine the 
scenarios and match 
them to the economic 
terms - scarcity, 
supply, and demand.  

6.1.4.A.16 Explore 
how national and 
international leaders, 
businesses, and global 
organizations promote 
human rights and 
provide aid to 
individuals and nations 
in need. 
 
6.1.4.C.1 Apply 
opportunity cost (i.e., 
choices and tradeoffs) 
to evaluate individuals’ 
decisions, including 
ones made in their 
communities. 
 
6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish 
between needs and 
wants and explain how 
scarcity and choice 
influence decisions 
made by individuals, 
communities, and 
nations. 
 

RI.3.1. Ask and answer 
questions, and make relevant 
connections to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
 
RI.3.4. Determine the 
meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 
 
RI.3.7. Use information 
gained from text features 
(e.g., illustrations, maps, 
photographs) and the words 
in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and 
how key events occur). 
 
RI.3.9. Compare, contrast 
and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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of various events and 
phenomena in societies. 
 
Interaction among various 
institutions in the local, 
national, and global 
economies influence 
policymaking and societal 
outcomes. 
 
Creativity and innovation 
affect lifestyle, access to 
information, and the 
creation of new products 
and services. 

6.1.4.C.4 Describe 
how supply and 
demand influence price 
and output of products. 
 
6.1.4.C.7 Explain how 
the availability of 
private and public 
goods and services is 
influenced by the 
global market and 
government. 
 
6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the 
impact of ideas, 
inventions, and other 
contributions of 
prominent figures who 
lived in New Jersey. 

knowledge) the most 
important points and key 
details presented in two texts 
on the same topic. 
 
RI.3.10. By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade 
level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as 
needed. 
 
W.3.1. Write opinion pieces 
on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons. 
A. Introduce the topic or text 
they are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that 
lists reasons. B. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. C. Use linking words 
and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) 
to connect opinion and 
reasons. D. Provide a 
conclusion. 
 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information 
clearly. A. Introduce a topic 
and group related information 
together; include text features 
(e.g., illustrations, diagrams, 
captions) when useful to 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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support comprehension. B. 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. C. 
Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., also, another, 
and, more, but) to connect 
ideas within categories of 
information. D. Provide a 
conclusion. 
 
SL.3.1. Engage effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. A. 
Explicitly draw on previously 
read text or material and other 
information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. B. Follow 
agreed-upon norms for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the 
floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). C. Ask questions 
to check understanding of 
information presented, stay 
on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of 
others. D. Explain their own 
ideas and understanding in 
light of the discussion.  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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      3.NBT.2 - Fluently add and 

subtract within 1000 using 
strategies and algorithms 
based on place value, 
properties of operations, 
and/or the relationship 
between addition and 
subtraction. 
 
3.OA.9 – Identify arithmetic 
patterns (including patterns in 
the addition table or 
multiplication table), and 
explain them using properties 
of operations. 

      3-ESS2-1 - Represent data in 
tables and graphical displays 
to describe typical weather 
conditions expected during a 
particular season. 
 
3-ESS2-2 - Obtain and 
combine information to 
describe climates in different 
regions of the world. 

      8.1.5.A.1 
Select and use the appropriate 
digital tools and resources to 
accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 
(teaching resource slides; 
teaching resource Act It Out 
activities). 
 
8.1.5.A.3 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Use a graphic organizer to 
organize information about 
problems or issues. 
(Chart examples of private 
and public goods). 
 
8.1.5.A.5 
Create and use a database to 
answer basic questions. 
(Utilize various online 
sources to define and provide 
examples for important key 
terms: scarcity, supply and 
demand, opportunity cost, 
private v. public goods). 
 
8.1.5.E.1 
Use digital tools to research 
and evaluate the accuracy of, 
relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print 
and non-print electronic 
information sources to 
complete a variety of tasks. 
(Use a variety of texts and 
online resources to create a 
collage representing what 
economy means to them). 
 
8.2.5.B.4  
Research technologies that 
have changed due to society’s 
changing needs and wants. 
(Students will research 
famous inventors from NJ 
and how these have evolved 
over time). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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8.2.C.5.2 
Explain how specifications 
and limitations can be used to 
direct a product’s 
development. 
(Students will learn how low 
demand and high supply 
affects the price through role 
playing activities). 
 
8.2.C.5.3 
Research how design 
modifications have led to new 
products. 
(Students will research 
famous inventors from NJ 
and how these have evolved 
over time) 
 
8.2.C.5.4 
Collaborate and brainstorm 
with peers to solve a problem 
evaluating all solutions to 
provide the best results with 
supporting sketches or 
models. 
(Students will learn how low 
demand and high supply 
affects the price through role 
playing activities) 

      CRP1. Act as a responsible 
and contributing citizen and 
employee. 
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP3. Attend to personal 
health and financial 
well-being.  
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason.  
 
CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of 
decisions.  
 
CRP6. Demonstrate 
creativity and innovation. 
  
CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies. 
 
CRP8. Utilize critical 
thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in 
solving them.  
 
CRP9. Model integrity, 
ethical leadership and 
effective management.  
 
CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to 
personal goals.  
 
CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP12. Work productively 
in teams while using cultural 
global competence.  
 
 9.1.4.A.2 
Identify potential sources of 
income. 
 
9.1.4.A.3 
Explain how income affects 
spending and take-home pay. 
 
9.1.4.B.1 
Differentiate between 
financial wants and needs. 
 
9.1.4.B.2 
Identify age-appropriate 
financial goals. 
 
9.1.4.B.4 
Identify common household 
expense categories and 
sources of income. 
 
9.1.4.B.5 
Identify ways to earn and 
save. 
 
9.1.4.C.4 
Determine the relationships 
among income, expenses, and 
interest. 
 
9.1.4.C.5 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Determine personal 
responsibility related to 
borrowing and lending. 
 
9.1.4.D.1 
Determine various ways to 
save. 
 
9.1.4.D.2 
Explain what it means to 
“invest.” 
 
9.1.4.D.3 
Distinguish between saving 
and investing. 
 
9.1.4.E.1 
Determine factors that 
influence consumer decisions 
related to money. 
 
9.1.4.E.2 
Apply comparison shopping 
skills to purchasing decisions. 

 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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